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Satire’s myweapon; but I'm too discreet, 
a tare a-muchk-and tilt atail I meet 
Jonly wear ilin a land of ilectors, 


Lhieves, supercar goes, sharpers, and directors.—PoPas 
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LETTERS OF TOE BLACK DWARF. 


—JI0000— 


From the Black Dwarf tothe thing calling wtself John 
Bull. 


‘* Let Hovk’em tremble !’—“ What that thing of silk! 
That mere white curds of whey and asses’ milk } 

* Satire Oy sense, alas! can Hook’em feel ? 

© Who breaks a batterfly upon a wheel? 

‘© Ye. iet me flap this bug with gil ed wings ? 

‘ ‘Tnis painted child of dirt which stinks, not stings,”? 


‘\ 


Tthank thee most heartily, friend John, for thine abuse.— 
Thy good word is, indeet, isfamy ; and thou canst not do any 
thing more cruei than to praise any one. This, the greatest 
personage in the couatry has already found out to his cost ; for 
thy fi:lsome panegyric must have made royalty, in all its hues, 


wish thee at the very devil;—for, whatever ridicule may occa- 


sionally attuch to its representatives, itis notin itseif so in- 


conceivably nonsensical as thy pen has made it. There are, too» 
a host of ¢/ustrious folks, who might, at lecst, have stolen 
through life, ina liappy oblivion, unknowing and unknown, 
hadst not thou thoughtit might profit thee to attempt t wash 
the political blackamoors white ; and to exuibit the wretched 
daubing of devils, as angels of an immaculate whites 
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ness and purity. Thou art indeed an admirable manu. 
faciurer of idols; and the more ugly, worthless, and detestable 
they are, the more thou art inclined to fall down before thems 
and worship them—that is provided they can pay—for thou 
art a mere priest in thine heart, and carest for no shrine which 
is not richly decked. Did his Satannic Majesty need a buffoon, 
or his prime minister, a toed eater, thou wert the man—while 
the pockets of thy masters were sufticiently open for thee to 
put in thine hands. There is nothing that thou wouidst not do 
for profit, except to be Aonest;—and that thou hast learned 
to abhor as a ‘ ragged virtue,” of which thou once wert sus- 
pected thy patrons would abandon thee to thy ill-fortune ; 
which has been once very near conducting thee to an elevation 
above the heads of the multitude, in a mode which would have 
been far more satisfactory to them, thantothee. But of thy 
villainy, John, it is needless to speak to thee, who art as well 
acquaiuted with it, as a late illustrious statesman with his 
instinctive hatred of freedom, or the late religious Bishop of 
Clogher with his abominable propensities. We will there- 
fore let thy scoundrelism alone. We will pass over 
thy original prustitution to the minister of the day, which ob- 
tained for thee the power of fishing for dollars in the public 
chest. We will pass over thy repeated confessions of wilful 
falsehood, and deliberate calumny, at various tribunals—be- 
cause there is something in hardened and consistent depravity, 
which may command a feeling something like respect for a 
determined, and able criminal. But when the _ bold-faced 
rogue becomes a slavering ideot, the horror of the world is 
exchanged for derision—and the loud laugh of contemptuous 
scorn pursues him through the streets. Of all the specimens of 
the art of sinking, the greatest and the worst, is the fall from 
Rogue to Fool:—and this has been thy fate :—though I do not 
mean to insinuate that thou hast lost one jot of thy roguish 
propensities, in the failure of thy abilities in thy vocation. But 
that thou hast become errant fool is certain; or thou hadst 
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never faken ten days to write thy comments on the late County 
Meeting at York, and then published such a vile fanfaronade 
on the subject, last Sunday. The matter could only have bee 

pit together by some Doghberry. who was anxtous to write 
himself down an ass. And though thou wouldst be au ass, or 
anything, to suit thy prrposes, thinkest _ ins the higk 
Tory aristocracy, under whose weight it is thy pride to groan, 


will pride themselves upon riding a sorry ass! Teke ap thy 
paper, and read the evidence of thy own xiegi dity. That thy 
brains are not calculated for speedy effort is no great discredit ; 
and yet that thou wert not able to write vile nonseuse, and 
apparent falsehood, ia oue week, as well as a@notier, is rather 
singuiar! Wert thou afraid of meddling with the York meet- 
ing, on the prior Sunday ; and has Stuart Wortley revived thy 
drooping courage with a fee of some fifty pounds, to exemplify 
the observation, that,— 
‘A vile encomium doubly ridicules 


oye; 9 . , 4 ’ 'Y , Pe , . ' 
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The dragon of Wantley must indeed be at a low ebb, if he 
weeds thy praise. In his pristine vigour he was accustomed te 
amuse himself with the chimerical tdea of being able to “ put 
down” the Black Dwarf:--and vow, alas! such a bear-warden 
as thou art hast the audacity to trest him as an itinerant bear, 
and set him dancing in thy columns to the tune of thy diar (par- 
don the mis-spelling) for the amusement. of the scandal mon- 
gers who support thy depraved propensities to gratify their 
own depraved appetites. Mr. Stuart Wortley is a piain-spoken 
mau, who has enough of that modes: assurance which enables a 
Member of Parlisment to contend that he has a right to repre- 
sent himse/f, and uot his constituents. He calls himself a re- 
presentati: e of the county of Yorkshire, whereas he knows he 
is only calle a mesaber for the county, while nine-tenths of 
the freeeholiers wou'd disown him, aod his principles, if they 


had the oppurtunity. And be has as much courage as the 
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goat bad, when he railed at the lion from the point of a craggy 
rock! Certainly he was the “ prominent object of the meet- 
ing ;” as what is so insignificant which might not be made the 
prominent object in a picture! Anass on a common, ora 
goose ona green, might be so placed as to be the prominent 
objects; a court-buifoon might be “ a prominent object,” even 
though his royal master were present, and might be the greater 
fool of the two: and thy last Sunday’s paper columns miglit 
be placed so as to be a “ prominent object” in a library, which 
contained the works of Shakespeare and of Locke. The differ- 
ence would be, that they would retain their situations, while 
thy lucubrations would be transferred to become a “ prominent 
object”’ in lighting the fire, or some still less creditable em- 
ployment. But why shouldst thow ridicule Mr, Stuart Wortley? 
Why shouldst thou laugh at thy friends? Why siouldst thou 
burlesque a piece of natural obstinacy, into “ one of those 
‘rare and noble instances of magnanimity, and disinterested 
" self/-devolion, which do an honour to the age we live in?”’— 
Why, Jolin, what bad he to fear? The meeting was only dis- 
posed to laugh at bim. Be was sure of meeting with: every 
indulgence to his oratory on the hustings !—and his dinner was 
waiting his reiurn. His speech, though made om the side of 
his opponesits, was a decent speech for Mr. Wortley—but it 
becomes a fine specimen of faree when called, as it is by thee, 
Johu, a ‘* powerful display of argumentative and historical 
evidence /” By the bye, Jolin, the whole speech did not contain 
a siugle argument, on any side ; nor did it afford any reasons, 
save agains! the speaker. 

The glory in thine eyes, was, that he stood alone’ But 
does not this stamp indelib'e disgrace, or amazing imbecilitys 
op the whole party which he represents? Is there but one 
Tory in the County of York, that dares open his mouth? And 
are there but two or three, who dare shew themselves to sup- 
port their honourable representative? Ah! John! The spirit 
of thy patrons is now confined to the patronage of secret slan™ 
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ders, cowardly insinuations, and dastard calumnies—fabricated 
by a thing like thee, in the dark, and circulated by them with 
the same avidity with which those wretches who have no cha- 
racter left themselves, endeavour to destroy the reputation of 
others! Thou sayest that Mr. Stuart Wortley could have 
brought thousands into the field to cheer and swell bis personaf 
vanity, liad he beea so disposed! But thousands of what? 
Certainly not of animals upon two legs, unless he was most 
materially to change his opinions. And this may be said, 
without any disparagement of his abilities, or Its character — 
both of which have suffered the most by being commended in 
a paper whicli worships “ Gop,” with falsehood ; serves “ THE 
Kine” ta venal hypocrisy; and outrages “ the people,” by the 
the most abject devotion, to every wretch who will hire the 
still meaner wretches who conduct it, to defend the robbery, 
exto.tion, and delusion of a profligate system *. 

Thou knowest, John, in what scorn thou art geuerally held ; 
and that thy very patrons circulate thee, as old maids cireulate 
licentious stories of their betters. Nobody will own thee, and 
thou durst not appear, lest thou shouldst be kicked out of 
society. Thou art guessed at, with some degree of certainty, 
to be an old plunderer of the public, with as little modesty as 
honesty—but thou durst not leave thy den; and thy priater, 
(thy proprietor, indeed, since thou hast sold him thyefaculties 
for slander), is as much ashamed of thee as any one. He 
sometimes ventures to talk of thy fuden?, but thy honesty he 
judiciously leaves to take care of itself: and the only apology 
in thy ofhce for the publication of thy stander is, that the 
public like it, and it would be a pity to leave the market un- 
supplied. But silly slander, ideot raving, and falsehood, not 
covered eveywith the slightest mask of hypocrisy, will not suit 





—_ 


* The motto of this hypocrite masquerader, is, ** For God, the 
King, and the People :”’ the ellipsis of which should be supplied 
thus—‘ For God. we care nol; the King, we fiatler to deceive, and 
the People, we pillage and slander .” 
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any taste. Yet to this hast thou descended : and from this 


wilt thou pass into merited ubiivion, except thou shouldst be 


remembered, as an instance of the lowest degradation to 


which a vena! knase can fall. 


What hadst thou to de with me? Did F ever mention thee, 


except inscora 2? Whiy then shouldst thou praise me $ Was 
it to prevent my spurning thee in future, that thou shouldst talk 
of my power at the York Meeting? Thou art aware that I 
could have no power, save what arose from the steady maiate- 
nance of whut thou hatest most-——the honest priuciples of uni- 
versal free’om. ‘Thou knowest that I have veither powerful 
counexions nor the influence of that wealth which is thy house- 
hula Deity. Thou kuowest that I have never stooped either to 
disguise, or tosuppress my sentiments! Yet thou sayest that 
of an assembly of some thousands, “ there were not ten out of 
the whole number who would not have voted for any thing ilat 
1 might have thought proper to propose.” Why, thou fool, the 
thing thou mockest by thy service has no such power: —nobail 
the idols of te treasury combined, io whom thou payest a 
much more real adoration, have such a power as thou hast at- 
tributed to me: —andif such authority really belonged to me, 
it mrust be from the conviction of the meeting,—the great ima- 
jority of whom never saw before —and out of the whoie 
number of which | knew not a hundred persous—that { should 
propose nothing but what it would become them to adoot. Yet, 
thou savest, this meeting was packed to oppose the best speci- 
men of English honour. ‘Thou wilt not say it was packed by 
ine; Who had no means of packing 1. Thou dost, indeed, m 
express terms lay the packing to the “ richest aud most power- 
ful of the Whig faction in every part and quarter of the Rid- 
ngs;”’ and theu thou hast declared that a meeting so packed by 
the Whigs was ready to abandon them, to follow the advice ¢f 
one who was almost a stranger in the county. ‘Fruly, John, 
thou beast out-Dogberried Dovberry ; and hast secured thine 


sternal record as possessed of faculties not surpassed by any of 
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the long-eared fraternity, since the period when Balaam’s ass 
possessed the faculty of speech. Let me not, however, be 
supposed to injure the ass of Balaam by the comparison, fort hat 
was an honest brute—and thou—but there are things whom no 
epithets can adequately describe, and I leave thee to thine own 
conscience, though at present pawned for thy emolument, for 
an appropriate definition of thy character. 

What could induce thee, I again ask, to praise me? What 
madness prossessed thee to proclaim, that my authority was 
even greater than that of the combined power of the ‘‘ collective 
‘** wisdom” which framed the six acts ? Dost thou think that Mr, 
Croker, and his friends will thank thee for the following pro- 
clamation of the impotence of their attempts to “ put me 
“down.” Thou sayest— Talk of the dictatorial power of 
* government—talk of the si# bills, and the oppressive laws 
“‘ which restrain the freedom of speech !—what are they, what 
would be such restrictions, did they exist any where but in 
“thé ingenious misconstruction of these men, when com- 
“pared to the undisputed power of an individual 3—a 
“wretched vender of political libels, who owes his existence 
“tothe fostering aid of seditious contributors, to whom the 
“whole body of the Whig aristocracy of the county of York 
“bend in gratitude, and load with fulsome panegyric, for his 
“‘ qualified permission that their awn address?should be carried 
‘pro forma.” have quoted thee literally, John Bull; and 
if thy warmest admirers do not hereafter think thee metamor- 
phosed into John Ass, they must have as little brains, as thou 
hast of integrity. I was not aware of mine own importance, 
Idid not imagine how much greater { was than the parlia- 
mentary thunderers! ‘Thou hast made me greater than all thy 
idols ;—and thou hast added to this greatness, by the siracle 
that it should belong to a wretched vender of political libels! 
What, all the Tsries of Yorkshire discomfited by a wretehed 
vender of political libels! What, ouly one Tory gentleman, 
and that Mr. Stuart Wortley, venture even to appear in the 
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presence of a vender of political libels? What! the six ects, 
and the whole power of a despotic borough-faction, set at 
nought by a wretched vender of political libels! Bravo, John 
Ass! Thou hast outdone Dogberry again; aud set even 
Shakspeare’s conception of the grossest folly al an immeasura- 
bly distance from thy substantial reality. 

Why, by this paragraph, thou seemest to have a proper de- 
testation of thyself —since to make me appear in the worst 
possible light, thou hast impudently veatured to ,polm thine 
own character upon me! And traly, if tiiou c uldst find any 
one that deserved thy character, thou wouldst have the conso- 
Jation of knowing there was suoniething as hateful as thyself in 
existence. THOU art, deed, a wretched vender of po itical 
libels, and of libels of every abominable descripiion. Thou 
dost, indved, owe thy existence to the fostering aid of seditious 
contributors! Five TiMes hast thou been branded in the 
courts of law, as a wanton calumniator !—sometimes making a 
despicable apology, to deprecate the vengeance of the laws; 
and at other periods not even daring to fee an advocate to sug- 
gest that thou miglitest not be so great a kuave as thou didst 
seem to be—but letting judgment go by detault of thine answer, 
and mean!y contessing thy-elfa falsifying save. Thou hast so 
bad an opinion of thyself, so thorough a knowledge of thy own 
infamy, that thou hast been heard to boast of the denitypwith 
which the law has treated the substitules for straw that serve 
asa bulwark to ihe dastard reptile who sneaks behind them! 
And to crown thy dishonour, thou hast begged for means to 
acquit thy pecuniary penalties. Inthe face of the assembled 
senate, did thy tov!s proclaim thee an unprincipled publisher of 
confessed falsehood. Thy very origin was owing to a delibe- 
rate arrangement to be. liar in ordinary to the authors of 
the disgusting prosecution of a defenceless woman; and 


every succeeding week of thy career has furnished ample 


proof of the mercenary motives which actuate every sentence 
that is wititen. Yet theu hast dared in the height ef the 
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madness, to callmea ‘* wretched vender of political libels !’’ 
and to say “ that I owe my existence to the aid of seditious con- 
tributors.” I, who have been more than five years before the pub- 
lic,an | have never been convicted of any libel; I, who have not 
for five years been ev'n accused of libel; I, who have never, 
directly or indirectly, received one shilling of any contribution; 
but who, without patron, without party, have fought my bat- 
tles, at my own expence, and come off victorious. It 1s true, 
that I have been accused of libel. An Attorney General ven- 
tured, at the outset of my political career, to prefer two indict- 
ments against me:—and it is equally true that the present 
Lord Chief Justice coincided with the Attorney General in opi- 
nion; but juries packed to convict, were honest enough to acquit 
me of the charge, and to retort the accusation upon the accusers! 
Wert thou, then, mad, or drunk, when thou didst pen this fatal 
satire upon thyself? Or was it done at the witching time of night, 
when thy friend Lucifer, having business elsewhere, had left 
thy elbow for a moment? Thy very devil, will be ready to ex- 
claim, ‘‘ thou hast here played the devil with thyself;’”.—and 
begin to wish, for their own credit, ibeu wouldst fairly retire 
to some other region, where common sense might be insulted 
with more impumty. Thou art iuevitably lunatic :-—and hast 
probably been biiten by the late m‘uister ;—and it was natural 
in thee, out of thy wish that every body should be as mad as 
thyself, to wish that Mr. Stuart Wortley would ** bite some of 
his friends;” that he and thee might be kept somewhat in coun. 
‘enance. But Mr. Wortley does not suppose himself mad; and 
though he may occasionally shew l:is teeth, be is too much of 
a gentleman to think of biting any body! Thou, John, art in 
the habit of snarling a great deal; but thou ‘hast: not courage 
to come near enough to any one to bite. 


Thou art contented 
to keep at arm's length distance. 


If thy fingers will only reach 
the pockets of thy friends, it is near enough for thee. 

Since, however, thou art become crazed—since thy pretend- 
ed bulls’ horns, are only asses’ ears—sinee, instead of being the 
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noble animal whose name thou hast borrowed, thou art only a 
Hoo; fixed in his posteriors—take my word for it, thou wilt ere 
long be deserted by all who now use thee, but despise thee 
at the same time :—for in thy dotage, thou art throwing 
about firebrands, utterly disregarding on whose premises they 
light. That thou shouldst call St. Stephens, “ The Temple 
of Humbug!” This is truly ‘sublime and beautiful.” Pray, 
art not thou the priest of that temple, and canst thou net keep 
thine own counsel? But I can waste no more time on thee at 
present, so fare thee as well as thou deservest. It were hard 
that thou shouldst fare better; and thou canst not easily fare 


worse, 
THE BLACK DWARF, 





ND AR a a ah ID 
BRIEF NOTICE OF THE KING’S SPEECH. 


We almost burst into involuntary laughter, when we hear that 
Downing-street 1s about to be delivered of a King’s speech. The 
mouse and the mountain arc always recalled to our recollection ; 
and we have sometimes laughed, “ sans intermission, an hour by 
the dial,” to perceive the important face of gravity with which 
some rare politicians inquire atter its contents. But the speech of 
this year is a partial exception to this rule; for, out of eleveu 
paragraphs, there are onc or two worth reading. We must not, 
however, anticipate too fast. The contents of the speech are @s 
follows :— 

ParaGrRaPu 1.—Iiis Majesty lias done all in his power to pre- 
scrve the peace of Europe. 

OxssERVATION.—Very well, he has done his duty, then, but it 
was hardly worth while to tell us of it. 

2.—His Majesty has declined being any party to any of the 
transactions at Verona, against Spain. 

Oxns.—Good again, as far as it goes; but he might have done 
more, by declaring he would oppose the interference of any other 
power with Spain. 

3.—His Majesty hopes peace will be preserved in the East, 
| Ows,—We do not—because it can only be preserved by the sacri- 
nce of Greece. 
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3. Spain has admitted the claims for reparation of some depre- 
dations committed against us in the West Indies. 

Oxs.-- Very satisfactory, indeed ; though we never heard of them 
betore. 

5 and 6.—Spain and the Netherlands agree to adopt further 
measures to suppress the black slave trade. 

Oxzs.—We do not believe they will, until the two countries have 
no colonies. 

7. The estimates are to be much Lower than they were last 
year. 

Ozns.—So they oucut to be:—tor last year they were HIGHER 
than at any period during the war, when we had a hundred thousand 
troops in active service, and a navy greater than that of all the world, 
It is time they were reduced, at least onx halt. 

8.—There is a surplus revenue; and it is norep there will be a 
farther CONSIDERABLE reduction in the burthens of the people. 

Oss.—This is an unportant paragraph. We hope the “ consider~ 
able” reduction does not mean a million or two. A CONSIDERABLE 
reduction should mean some fifteen cr twenty millions. 

9%—His Majesty is much pleased with his late visit to Scotland. 

Oxs.- ‘rely-—and so he is perhaps, with his last new suit of 
clothes :—nut we do not see why it was set down here; except @ 
paragraph was wanted, to eke out a “ speech.” 

10.—This Siajesty recommends measures to improve the condition 
vt [relan«, 

Oss —We hope the recommendation will be better attended ta 
than it has been. 

1i—Kiis Majesyy regrets that the agricultural interest is so dis 
iressed; and rejoices that manufactures aad commerce are in & 
vetter condition. 

Oss.—This is hard upon the farmer ; for the rejoicing is founded 
upon his distress; an ill-advised sentiment inserted to introduce a 
fallacious hope that agriculture will be relieved by the prosperity 
of the classes, to which its relief would be not only distress, but 
ruin. 

lhere are ali the topics introduced; and this skeleton remains 
to be clothed with flesh, and animated with a living spirit; or con- 


signed to the tombs oft al} the Capulet, aS the ministry think fit. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





Letter fromthe Pigmy at Petersfield, tothe Black Dwarf in 


London. 
Respected Cousin, 


Long time have I been hovering in the middle region 
of the air, observing the actions of men, and endeavouring to 
find a spot where J could set my foot on earth, to be of some 
little service to mankind. “The atmosphere of old England 
attracted my attention, and a3 it can already boast more real 
and rational liberty than any other nation in Europe which I 
have visited ; with much room and opportunity for still improv- 
ing it, and adding to the happiness of its inhabitants, I chose to 
fix my earthly domicile in it, in preference to those places, 
which, though treading in tts steps, and appreaching fast to the 
gaol of Freedom, are stillalmost a century behind if. I hap- 
pened first to alight on a little town which the natives call 
Petersfield; and lL am glad to find it is not unknown to thee ; 
for the first personage of any note [met with, who could un- 
derstand the language of cur family, was fortunately a very 
intelligent imp of thine, and one of our own tribe, who has 
prevailed upon me to make my stay here, to assist him and 
thee in regenerating the town, and convincing, if possible, cer- 
tain creatures of the Assinime race here, and throughout tle 
kingdom (who have so long been borne down by the galling 
burthens which their unfeeling masters have put on their backs), 
that it is (heir own faults they are nt caressed and respected, 
like that more noble animal the horse; and that, with a little 
energy and perseverance, they may not only shake off their 
loads, but their unwieldly Riders also, 

Thy labours in the vineyard of Liberalism, and the persecu- 
tions thou hast experienced from those, who would not only 
destroy the fruit, and root up the vine, but devour the herbage 
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growing round them, are known to, and duly appreciated by 
me; aud though I have never visited thy den in person, [have 
been there in the spirit ; as well as with our worthy friend and 
sespected relation, the Yellow Bonze of Japan, whor I lately 
left, snug and com ‘ortable ia his cave; and from whom I am 
the bearer to thee of his warmest thanks, and kind acknowledg- 
meuts, for the many friendly services thou hast rendered him, 
and the information thou hast given-him of the passing events 
inthis country. I have not the famous cat of Katterfelto; 
but I] have at my commend a train of “ darkling imps,” and 
nimble fairies, who will not fail to ferret cut corruption where- 
ever itis found within their circle. ‘They will penetrate, un- 
perceived, in.o the most secret recesses of its agents, and drag 
them from their lurking holes, that I may, after cutting them 
up, and well grilling them, send them to thee to be made mince 
meat of. Like my great namesake, the Devil upon Two Sticks» 
I shall take my stand oceasionally on the highest pinnacle of 
the humble buildings here, from whence I can best discern all 
that is going forward between a certain squire of beroughmon- 
gerlng notoriety aud his tools, the result of watch T shail from 
time to lime communicate to thee. 

A Reform in the lower House of the British Parliament 
will chiefly occupy my attention; but 1 shali particularly endea- 
vour to guard the elective frauchise of this ancient berough, 
and expose the machinations of those who would abridge it, 
and rerder it subservient to their own interest, for the most 
partial and selfish purposes. ‘fo that end, as I arrived here a 
few days before the patron of the borough held his court leet, 
at which Ais mayor, and other officers are appointed, I shall 
first relate the tricks resorted to on that occasjon, It is neces- 
sary to apprise thee that the patron is lord of the manor, who 
appoints his steward, who carefully selects and nominates a 
dependent jury, who presents a person as mayor, who returos 
the lord of the manor himself to represent (or rather misrepre- 
fent) the borough in Parliament. These are the links of a 


ad 
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chain which it is very desirable shou'd be broken, in order to 
secure the right of election, and it has given way a little to the 
strong arms of truth and justice, which have been of late un- 
ceasingly opposed to it. 

The mayor is usually known to the town some days before 
he is chosen, for the Lord of the manor nominates him to the 
steward, who puts the foreman of the jury in possession of his 
name, and he is sure to be chosen ; besides the Jury is always 
selected out of a certain number of the Patrons, best friends. 
and wnen one of these worthies ts to be the mayor he is omitted 
in the list of those summoned for that year, and is direcily 
known to be the intended new Mayor; though the Mavor last 
year, for particular reasens, was not one of that precious Nst— 
a more barefaced mancuvre could not be played than this was- 
The Patron of the Borough expected his Colleague, who had 
purchased his seat of him, to resign ; and therefore, to make 
sure of a returning officer who could be implicitly rehed apon 
to do his duty, lis own brother, residmy about sixty miles from 
the place, was chosen to fill the office of Mayor !—This year a 
new trick was played (but it wasa very clumsy one) to deceive the 
towns people, and make them believe that uo particule > rson 
was contemplated as Mayor. One n.an who has filled tie office. 
several times,and fweice (ately one year, and both times disclaim 
ed, in consequence of a quo warrento information filed agaifst 
him in the Court of King’s Bench, was omitted in the Jury list 
though almost invarially before, in the years when he was not 
chosen Mayor, he was the Foreman of the Jury. This was 
done to mislead the peopie, and to make them think that he 
would be again brouvht into office ; while to keep them in the 
dark on the other mand, and to mole it appear afterwards as it 
the new Mayor had not been previously fixed upon, he was actu. 
tually summoned onthe Jury. This flimsy deception, how- 
ever, was so ill managed that it only misled a few ; there were 


some who still knew who was to be the Mayor, and I heard him 
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confidently named as such in the Town Hall before theJury was 
even assembled ; besides one of my Imps, who was upon the 
look out, discovered the whole plot and told me, among 
other things, who was making @ new great coat for the in- 
tended Mayor to appear ia for the first time in 
court, when he should attend there to be sworn, and 
take upon him the duties of the office! This man, of 
couse, as was previously agreed upon, did not atiend as a 
juryman, nor did he indeed make his appearance aé al in 
the court, till sent for, and told that the clioice had fallen 
upon him ; though, as he is the steady and tried friend of the 
party, itis the first time for several years that he has been 
absent from this important court leet; and how was he found 
when the messenger went for him? Not in his working dress, 
(he is a butcher); not in the greasy coat and blue apron he 
usually wears; not so busily engaged that he could not come, 
(therefore business did not prevent his attendance as a jury- 
man), but dressed out in all his holiday clothes, with the iden- 
tical new great coat, which I have mentioned before, on his 
back ; ready, at a moment’s warning, to fly to his post, and 
apparently waiting for the call! After this, who can say he 
Was not fully apprized of what was about to take place? 

There is another part of the trick which I will just mention, 
and that also was very clumsily managed ; Complaints were, in 
former years, made that the jury were selected and warned at 
their houses, instead of being indiscriminately called into the 
box from among the assembled residants in the hall, therefore, 
this year, some of those named at the foot of the precept 
staid away, for the purpose of giving the steward an oppor- 
tunity to shew his impartiality, and the number was accordingly 
made up from the assembled crowd; but lo, and behold, my 
imps were again at the bottom of ¢Ahis manceuvre, for the latter 
jurymen thus fairly and accidentally called in, were some of 
the old worthies (of which there are about five and twenty), 
on the stewards list, and they were actually privately warned 
a8 jurymen that very morning, for fear they should not happen 
to be in court when wanted ! 

It is a curious circumstance, but no less curious than true, 
that immediately as the jury named the new mavor, and 
announced to him that he was elected, they fined him 
bs. 8d. for not attending asa jurymaun! ‘This was of course 
mended as part of the flimsy veil to be thrown over the 
farcical transaction; for how could he sit as a juryman to 
choose himself mayor? It was ridiculous enough to hear the 
jury congratulate him on his appointment, and in the same 
breath impose a penaltv upon him who was then become their 








Fh eae SM Diag Mle a ae 


196 THE BRAGK DWARF. 


chief magistrate! Oh, my friend, what a juggle! and what 
bungling jugglers! 

J will only trespass upon thy time one moment longer, just 
fo inform thee, that, thouch the measures at this Court Leet, 
are not materially changed, the Men certainly are ; for the old 
steward of the court, the banking, brewing, farming, lawyering, 
steward, that thou hast heard of before, did not attend, but 
went to his farm, and staid all the day, because he wou'd not 
interfere, or even see his late revered lord and master, and 
neither heor any of his family attended the Lord’s dinner iu the 
afternoon! The man too who has acted as constable for many 
years, and who was the late stewards principal tool, in 
taking forcible possession of a freehold tenement in the town 
a short time ago, to prevent the owner from voting for it et an 
election, for which all the parties took their trial and were found 
euilty at Winchester —this veferan in the service has resigned 
the staff of _ in disgust;—division and discontent seem to 
be the order of ile day amongst them, and we may expect de- 
sertion will soon follow ; but we must be careful of these new- 
mede milk and water euuverts. not to enlist them into our 
ranks too, soon, lest they should be as treacherous to us as_ to 
their former Officers. 

I remain, thy respectful cousin and friend, 
AsMoreEuS, the Pigmyat Petersfield. 
Hole in the Wall, Petersfield 25 Jauuary , 1823. 


P.S. As a proof, if any other were wanting, that the mayor 
is chosen before the court-leet is lel d, a tradesman in Peters- 
field, who was on the Jury, and who ts, and has been,a_ strong 
Partizan of the Lord of the Manor, as-erts that he was applied 
to, te be mayor this year, but decline d! The ract is, they are 
RATTING! they are running away from the faiiing houses. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The Middlesex Meeting, which tak7s place to day, is likely ‘o 
be uumerously aitended 5 and we hope its proceedings will be wor- 
thy of the cause which occasions it, 

We have received the Papers forwarded from York; and shall 
at onr letsure, notice the farce of the York Tories, at their late 
defeat. Their impotent and malignant atlaks on Mr, Beverley are 
a compliment to talent which they dare not openly encouner; and 
a tribute tothe integrity which they despair of seducing. They 
almost call him a blasphemer : because he dees not think the temple 
bonoured by the pollutiou of the money changes! But he is too 


high for their malignity to reach—thorgh we ‘Trust it will encou- 


rage him to pereevere, 
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rH BURMINGHAM UNLON AND PATRIOT’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 
et 
Committee’s Report, and Statement of the Accounts for ‘he Quarter 
ending January 15, 1823. 

The liberality and generosity of Englishmen have ever shone 
as @ prominent characteristic in the history of nations—an ap- 
peal to their feelings, in the cause of siffering tumamity has 
seldom been vain: if we look at the support which the people 
of England furnished towards the Russians, the Germans, and 
the Irish, at periods when the inhabitants of those countries 
were doomed to under go miseries appalling to hs uman nature 
we shall find ample testimony of their naturally noble disposition. 
And if we refer to the immense sums of money which, by virtue 
of Parliamentary grants, have been squandered away upon 
worthless priests and other vagabonds, imported from France, 
on the downfall of the execrable Bourl yon tyranny, it cannot 
but strike the mind that English property las Leen ‘applied to 
charitable purposes with an excess of proigality, 

At the present epoch, circumstances of a j:eculiar mature de- 
mand the attention of every liberal minded Englishman, and 
press with great earnestness for his interference.—The dungeon 
doors have been opened for the reception of the victims of op- 
pression ; and it is the duty of every real lover of liberty to 
rouse his energies and employ all the means in his power in 
endeavouring to convey to them the cordial balm of succour 
and support. ‘there exists within the breasts of Englishmena 
determined hatred of persecution ; and they have now an op- 
portunity of proving to the world that they cherish the glorious 
principles of independence and detestation of tyrauay. The 
members of the Birmingham Union and Patriots’ Friend 
Society invite the Inliabitants of this Town and Vicinity to 
assist them in relieving the persecuted Patriots of their country. 
The local victims of lawless oppression are now happily restored 
to their families and friends, but it should be recollected that 
the multiplied objects of arbitrary power throughout the nation 
imperiously require the most strenuous exertions of the Friends 
of liberty and humanity. It is contemplated, by the Institu- 
tion, to extend relief towards every individual j i thie kin: gdom, 
incarcerated in prison for the expression of bis honest opinions ; 
and the members, therefore, confidently trust they shall be 
most ably supported, by their to: wnosmen, in their laudable 
efforts, which they are determined to persevere in, a3 long as 
an individual is confined within the prison’s gloom. 

The Committee meet on the first Wednesday eveniug in each 
month, when they wil feel great pleasure in receiving the sub- 
scriptions and donations of the advocates of liberty, who may 
be disposed to favour their proceedings. 


: HENRY WATSON, Chairman, 
Vol. X. No. 6, 
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Statement of the Quarter's Account. 





To Cash paid to Mr. Maddocks, in Warwick Goal, 2 6 & 
Ditto to Mr. Bewts, 1n Oakham Gaol, . . 40 86 
D: tote Mr. Wadcincton, Colcbath Fields Prison, 2? © 6 
ditto ~ Sir Swann, ie Chester Castle, pine { @ @ 
Ditto | Sir Charice Wolseley, for the use of the 
Gicat Noribern Uataon, : : 5 O GF 
Ditio to Vr. Braradis, for addresses, hand bills, &, 2§ #7 O 
Ditto for Postage of Le! ae Paper, &c. 9 6 
Drito fer the use of the Commitiee Roon ’, Serennt, 
&c. , 2 : ‘ ° 0 7 4 
Cask in han “" : , ‘ 012 @Q@ 
16 13 8 
" 
To ba'ance in h and, - 417 453 
TO Cash rece} ved from Osisher @nd, to January 
both, 1323, ; ; os ee S% 
1618 3 
ee SSS Se SUSE 














WAR BETWEEN FRANCE AND SPAIN! 


This event may now be considered as certain. ‘The ambas- 
sadors of Russia, Prussia, aud Austria, have left Spain. The 
French Ambassador is recaiied, and the Frencis King has made 
his speech to the Chambers, the vehicle of adecliration of war, 
to compel “ the Speniardsto restore to Ferdinand the possessicn 
* of arbitrary power, and to hold whatever political privileges 
“he may think proper te grant them of his especial grace and 
* particular favour.” ‘This object, 3t is added, is to be enforced 
by a bundred thousaud French soaps, | to - commanded by 
that legitimate imbecile, the Duke d’Angouleme. Thus have 
our constant predictions, that France w ould coto war with Spain, 
if she could muster courage for the attack, been amply ential 
nor co we claim anv of the spirit of prophecy, for having taken 
this view of the question. The Beurbons, and the French 
Uliras, cannot but hate the liberal principles of the Spanisr 
revolution. The temper and snecess with which it has been main- 
tained, made them hate it the more bitterly. They saw in it 
the seeds of a near revolution in France; and they sought te 
destroy the infant Hercules, inthe dread of his future prowess 
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France has yet another motive for war. The Bourbons do wet 
hate England the less, because they owe their restoration to her 
gold. They are aware that England is now incapable of any 
warlike exertion ; and that this is the time for France to bring 
jnto action that spirit of inveterate hostility, which a Bourboa 
Government has ever felt against this country. The weak 
creatures, therefore, deem this a fit opportunity to beard us; 
and, indeed, ii France were entirely with the Bourbons in 
sentiment, this would be an excellent opportunity of striking at 
the root of all our greatness, while we have an imbecile ad- 
ministration, just strong enough to hold the people in subjection 
to a system which they detest too much to make any great exer- 
tious in support of. But the Bourbons are probably counting 
without their host in reckoning upon the support of the French 
army. England is not popular with the French soldiery ; but 
the old watch words of “ liberty and eqnality,” have yet too 
many adherents among them to make a war against the Spanish 
revolution any favourite with them. 

Of the infamy of the conduct of the Bourbons, it is useless 
to complain. Nothing better could be expected from sucha 
race. ‘Lhatsuch a war is as detestable in its motives as unjust 
in its pretence, 1s sufhciently known; but the character of the 
aggressors being understood, it will surprise no one. One 
country can have no right to interfere with the internal manage- 
ment of another:—and least of all can a new and equivocal 
government like that of the Bourbons in France, pretend to 
any business with the domestic economy of Spain. On the 
score of age, the Spanish consitution is older than the French 
charter; having been nobly proclaimed by the Spanish people 
in defiance to the most able monarch that ever lived; at a time 
when the Spanish King was meanly supplicating his charity ; 
and when the restoration of the French Bourbons would have 
been considered merely as an idle dream. And as to the merits 
of the Spanish constitution, it is, compared to the French charter 


a model of perfect wisdoin, opposed to a mere mockery of the 
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commen sense of mankind. But the wickedness and impudence 
of the bigoted race, who sway the sceptre of France, is not 
matter of surprise. It is only by the tote! suppression of all 
liberal principles that such a race can exist at all;—and it is by 
a species of instinct that they always bristle like the porcupine 
whenever the people of any state begin to reform their instttu- 
tions. As rats, aud other vermin, would resist the demolition 
of old houses, if they were able, to preserve their shelters ; so 
tyrants are always ready to draw their swords against any at- 
tempt to let in the light upon their misdeeds, and io prevent 
any exposure of the foul recesses, in which they engender the 
miseries that afflict mankind, 

The Spaniards have hitherto acted Ike men worthy cf the 
freedom to which they have so nobly laid claim as their birth- 
right. ‘To the notes of the Holy Alles, they replied that Spain 
was the guardian of her own honour, the regulator of ber own 
tistituiions, and would not render any account of ber conduct 
to any portion of the globe. The Prussian minister, on request - 
wig lus passports to leave Madrid, rather modestly confined 
himself to the good wishes, and prayers, for the Spanish na- 
tion; which the Spanish minister returned by equal good 
wishes towards the Prasstan States, which seem to us te stand 
far more In need of them. The Russian minister was more 
msoleut, aud received a more scornful reply ; while to the leave: 
taking of the Austrian envoy, the Spanish ministry coolly re- 
plied that Spain was indifferent whether it maintained relations, 
or not, with the Cabinet of Vienna. ‘The curtain has not yet 
dropped sipon the finale of the French diplomacy in Spain; but 
that the infamous speech of the French Xing will be properly 
responded to, it would be injurious to the Spanish character to 
Coubt. 

The most disgusting part of this evidenee of the wicked infa- 
tuation of the French Cabinet, is the blasphemous invocation of 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE to bless this diabolical crusade agaius! 
Spanish independence. Little reason, indeed, has Divine Provi- 
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device to interfere on behalf of the Bourbons, after the repeated 
proofs that they have neither sense to value, nor gratitude to 
acknowledge; the vast benefits they have already enjoyed. The 
assertion of Napoleon that they had learned nothing, and for- 
gotten nothing, is only partially true. They have forgotten their 
own Inability and imbecility. They have forgetten thata combinae 
tion of chauces, with which they had nothing to do, replaced 
them upon an elevation of which they are utterly unworthy, 
and which ihey know uot how to maintain, They have forgot- 
ten that the allies put the:n upon the throne of Franceas puppets 
that could be easily managed, because the attempt to parti 
tion France among the supposed conquerors was deemed too 
dangerous. ‘They have forgotten that the mere eciio of the 
name of Buonaparte drove them, like a flock of wild geese, from 
the capital of France, to seek for an asyium a second time in a 
foreign couniry. ‘They have forgotten, that amidst the scorn, 
the coutempt, the hatred, and the derision of France, they were 
carried back again to Paris, and re-scated on the throne, not by 
the grace of God, or avy obligation to their own wisdom or 
valour, but by the grace of several hundred thousand foreign 
bayonets, Yet they dare talk of giving laws to other states—of 
tutorig other nations! May their own subjects teach them, 
by a third revolution, that inveterate folly and obstinate wicked- 
ness, are certain to bring ‘with them their deserved reward! 
England, it is said, is to be neufral in this coutest:—but the 
people of England will not be neutral, in their wishes ; and we 
trust the ministry will not restrain their ardour in so glorious a 
cause. Thousands of our half-pay oificers, and others, will be 
inclined to rush to the assistance of Spain; andwe hope Lord 
Liverpool will remember, whether the cause of the distress of 
England arises from too many mouths, or too much food, that 
Spain offers a Hine field for the employment of the one, and the 
consumption of the other. Spatn, in proportion to its extent, 
is but thinly peopled ; though under a ivee goverument it would 
be one of the most delightful countries on the face of the earth. 
VoL. X. No. 6. 
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To direct the tide of a warlike emigration towards Spain, would 
be to strengthen a nation that could never injure us:—and this 
might be done without any formal departure from neutrality, if it 
should be a matter of state policy to observe such a course. 
For our parts, we are inclined to believe that a direct acknow- 
ledgment of Grecian Independence, and a declaration that any 
attack upon the independence of Spain, would be to declare 
war ayvainst Britain, would be the wisest, as well as the noblest 
course, for a great nation. ‘These measures, accompanied by an 
effectual reform of our domestic evils,—an equitable revision of 
the engazements of the state,—and a reduction of the extrava- 
gant expenditure to a sum within the capacity of the country to 
pay--would enable us to resume that place amongst the nations, 


which has been lost to us since the baneful ascendancy of the 
Holy Alliance 








As a memento of the infamy of the Bourbons, we insert the 

precious state-paper which is called the 
SPEECH OF THE KING OF FRANCE. 
Welivered at the Opening of the Session of the Tro Chambers, on 
Tuesday, January 28. 

‘* Gentlemen,—The length of the two last sessions, the short 
time which they have left you unoccupied, would have made me 
wish to be able to put off for a short time the opening of the pre- 


sent, Butthe regular vote of the expenditure of the State is an 


advantage of which you have felt all the value; and in order to 
preserve it, [have counted upon the same devotion which were 
necessary formeto obtainit. The situation of the interior of the 
Kingdom is improved; the administration of justice, loyally exer- 
cised by the Juries, wisely and religiously directed by the Magise 
trates, has put an end to the plots and attempts at revolt which 
were encouraged hy the hope of impunity. Ihave concluded with 
the Holy See those conventions which were necessary for the forma- 

op of the new dioceses of which the law authorizes the establish- 

ant. Every where the Churches will be provided with their Pac 
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ors ; and the Clergy of France, completely organised, will bring 
upon us the blessings of Providence. I have provided by ordinances 
as economy in cur expenses required, regular order in the accounts. 
My Ministers will submit to the sanction of the law the account of 
the expenses of the year 182]. They will furnish you with the 
statement of the receipt and expenses effected in 1522, and that of 
the charges and resources to be expected in 1824. It results from 
these documents, that all priot expenses being liquidated—even 
those which the military preparations bave rendered necessary—we 
enter upon the year 1823, with forty millions of excess upon the 
accounts open for this year ; and that the Budget for 1824 will pre- 
sent a balance of receipts and expenses, without requiring the em- 
ployment of this reserve. France owed to Europe the example of 
a prosperity which people cannot obtain but by the return to reli- 
zion—to legitimacy—to order—to true liberty. That salutary ex- 
ample she now gives. But divine justice permits, that, after hav- 
ing for along time made other nations suffer the terrible effects of 
our disorders, we should ourselves be exposed to dangers brought 
about by similar calamities among a neighbouring people. I have 
made every cudeavour to guarantee the security of my people» 
and to preserve Spain herself from the extremity of misfortune.— 
Fhe iofatuation with which the representations made at Madrid 
have been rejected, leaves little hope of preserving peace. I have 
ordered the recall of my Minister: one hundred thousand French- 
men, commanded by a Prince of my family, by him whom my 
heart delights to call my son, are ready to march, invoking the 
God of St. Louis, for the sake of preserving the Throne of Spain 
toa descendant of Henry 1V.—of saving that fine kingdom from 
its ruin, aad of reconciling it with Europe. Our stations are about 
to be reiaforced in those places where our maritime commerce has 
need of that protection. Cruisers shall be established every where 
wherever our arrivals can possibly be annoyed. If war is inevitable 
I will use all my endeavours to confine its circle, to limit its durati- 
on; it will be undertaken only to conquer peace, which the state 
of Spain would render impossible. Let Feidinand VII. be free to 
give to bis people institutions which they cannot hold but from him, 
aud which by securing their tranquillity would dissipate the just 
inquietudes of France, Hoslilities shall cease from that moment’ 
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Emake Gentieraen, before you, asolemn engagement on this point. 
Twas bound to luy before you the state of our Foreign Affairs, It 
was for me to deliberate. I have doneit maturely, I have con- 
sulted the dignity of my Crown, the honour and security of France. 
Gentlemen, we are Frenchmen; we shall always be agreed to de- 
f-nd such interests.” 
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SOMERSRTSHIRE COUNTY MEETING. 

In this eounty. there have been two meelines—the one for the 
consideration of the canses of, and remedy for, the agriculturai 
distresa; and the other fur the consideration of the question of 
reform. 

The first was held ou the @lst inet. in the town of Wells, and 
was Verte numer ashy attended, Mr. Haoning commenced the busi- 
ness. He said he came not to adveeate hich prices, but even. 
handed justice for all classes. geome ivterest was unjustly 
taxed: and he would aame twour three points of grievous Hes. 
sure. ‘The cuunty-rate had encreased Ici three lo twenty thou- 
sand in bie mem ; thourh ali the COUN Was iusmonabed in 


° ‘ ; t . * "tae ve 
its epptr . ees thaeas the tand owner that paid every shilling of it. 


‘ 
The maintenance of the high-waye was east cacl sively upon the 
landed interest ; evea the past-ofee, which derived so large a 
revenue from the roads, paid nothing for their repair. The poor 


aiso were t ep a for sapport priuctpally oa the same source ; and 


a | 


—, 


thoogh he « did not deny ihe rigat of the poor to support; he 
thought the persons whe henefitied by the exertions of their youth, 


ought to matstain them inthe im becil lity « f their ave. Theclergy, 
tou, were all saddied upon the landed interest :— and though . 
did not dispute their claim to a proper maintenance, he thought 


enght to be more equal pnposed, He concluded by woviag a 
petiiion, embodying these points, which was seconded hy Mr. 


Sandford. Wh eo the Hich Sheriff was about to put it, Mr, Hant 
stepped forwaad, aud was received with loud cheers. Oa the ques- 
tion of the county rale, Mr. Hunt asked, what had become of the 
baiance of the county-rate in 1818, which amounted to 26,0001. 
of which only 21,000]. were expended? in answer to Mr. Han- 
ning’s remarks about the peor, Mr. Hunt said, there were two 
sorts of poor, the great poor, and the little poor. Among the 
former were the Grenvilles, the Ardens, the pensioners and sine- 
eurists of 40 or 59 thousand a year; those were the paupers who 
prpovershed the ge ys ‘r, hung lke dead weights on his exer- 
tions, and lived ta idleness by ‘the sweat of his brow. Mr. Hunt 
then procecded to amined on the conduct of the two members 
for the county ; the one of whom, Sir T. Lethbridze, had voted 
for every tax of which the meeting complained ; and the other, 
Mr. Dickenson, had done the seme while his faction, the Whigs, 
Were in power. He had voted to make corn dear, and to raise the 
taiaces ol the royal family from twelve to eighteen thousand 
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per annum. Tosliew the injustice of thelr now remaining at the 
higher sum, Mr. W. remarked, that when they first got 18,0001. a 
year, 4,000 sacks of wheat would poy the amount; but that at 
present 20,000 sacks of wheat would hardly pav it. Str Thomas, as 
a friend-of government, might not like to notice; but Mr. Dic- 
enson was ou the other side, and he might be asked why he had 
not done ti, Perhaps the reason might be, that he had gota song 
thing for himself. In 189), Mr. D. bad received 5,895]. fer the 
services of the officers of the Somersetshire Yeomanry, for croysing 
over to Bristol and brandishing their swords, when he (Mr. Hunt) 
was asking for the same things as the two members asked for to- 
day. Mr. Hayward, one of the officers, had declared that he never 
had a shilling of it. What became of the money? Then Me. 
Dickensen is a collector of Customs in the British Channel, having 
agrant from the Crown of the Fiat Holm Light-house, whick 
is worth 3,000 a year. After noticing the tithes, the game laws, 
and various oppressive taxes, and recommending the sale of the 
church lands, he proposed the following petition :— 

** To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

“The petition of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, Freeholders and 
Inhabitants of the county cf Somerset; assembledin public meeting, 
convened by the Sheriff in the city of Wells, in the said count;, 
the 2ist day of January, 1823. 

‘‘Showeth— That your petitioners have cheerfuily made the 
greatest sacrifices at all times for the defeuce of their country, and 
to promote the safety aud honour of the tirone. 

‘* That, to recite the suffering of your petitioners would be in 
vain; they are now well known, and are at leugih become past 
all endurance. 

“* That these calamities have been brought upon your petitioners 
by excessive taxation, which fias arisen solely from the want of a 
fair and equal representation of the people in the Commons House 
of Parliamant. Your petitioners therefore pray, 

‘©1. For a great reduction of the standing army, including staff, 
barracks, and colleges. ) 

‘2, For a total abolition ofall sinecures aud useless places, and 
of all pensions, grants, andemelumcnis, cot merited by well-Known 
public services. 

“3. Fora great reduction iu the Civil List, and of all the saia- 
ries of the Royal Family, and especially that of the German Prince 
of Saxe Coburg, which your peutioners humbly pray may be re- 
duced, at least to six thousand a-year—ihe sum paid to the Presi- 
dent of the United States of America. F 

‘\4, Fora corresponding reduction of all the salaries of ail the 
officers of State, the Judges, and ali persons paid oul of the taxes. 

* 5, For an immediate repeal of the tax ou sat, malt, hops, 
leather, soap, and candles, fariners’ riding-horses, and tradesmea’s 
draught-horses. 

‘© §. For a repeal of the odious and tyrannical Gaine Laws, and 
for a law to be passed to authorise every farmer and his friende ie 
kill game on the land which he occupies. 
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“7, Fora law to be passed to exclude all clergymea from hold- 
ing commissions of the peace, or acting as commissioners of taxes, 
sewers or turnpikes. ' 

“©. Fora repeal of the General Turnpike Act passed during the 
last session of Parliament, which act authorizes the commissioners 
to levy a heavier tax on a poor man’s cart than ona gentleman's 
carriage. , . 

** Your petitioners further pray, that your Hon. House will be 
pleased forthwith to pass an act to ensure such an immediate reform 
in the Commons House of Parliament, as will give to every Eng- 
lishman a vote for the representatives who are to sit there; so that 
such equitably and constitutionally chosen Parliament may, without 
loss of time, adopt such measures with regard to church and state 
‘as would ensure the freedom and happiness of the people, the secu- 
rity of the throne, and the prosperity of the country. 

‘¢ And your petitioners,” &c. 


Mr. Cresswey seconded Mr, Hunt’s petition, and recommend- 
ed commutation of tythes, and the sale of church and crown 
lands ; with an efficient Parliamentary Reform, and a reformation 
in the colleges, abolishing deaneries and chapters, ani the qualifi- 
calion of celibacy for fellowships as leading to immorality. 

Mr. Dickenson then came forward, and solemnly declared, that 
he had uever applied to his own use one farthing of the money 
intended for the Yeomansy. The light-house property did not ac- 
erue to him by grant from the crown; but was derived by inhert- 
tance, and had been originally leased to his grandfather by a man 
named Crisp. He then recommended the original resolutions; and 
deprecated any interference with Church property, 

Sir T. Lernseivee said he had long seen that the labouring 
classes had been, by some means or other, considerably oppressed ; 
and for the two last sessions had been the advocate of reducing the 
faxation. Ifthe government did not obey the call to consider the 
internal situation of the couatry, he sheuld be decidedly opposed 
to it; for neither the frowns of the great few, nor the murmurs of 
the vast many, should deter him from acting honestly. 

The Sheriff refusing to put any question relative to reform, at 
this meeting, Mr. Hunt consented to withdraw that part of his 
petition, if the Sheriff would then name a day for the separate 
consileration of the question of Reform: and, after some hesita- 
tion, he named the following Tuesday. The amendment of Mr. 
Hunt was then put and carried, by a decisive majority ; hut the 
Sheriff refused to sign it on the part of the Meeting ; which ocea- 
sioned a clamour, during which the Sheriff dissolved the meeting, 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Hunt, and of censure on the Sheriff, had 

been previously carried ; and Mr. Hunt was escorted to his hote} 
awidst the cheers of the populace. . 
ee - 


TUESDAY, JAN. 2, 1823, 
Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the rain falling 
in torrents, the question of Reform brought together about 5,000 
people in front of the town ball of the city of Wells. Mr. Sandford 


Untroduced the usiness; and recommended the adoption of the 
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resolutions, which were carried at the York county Meeting, Dr. 
Blake seconded the wotion; which was supported by Dr. Kinglake, 
who remarked, that while the regal and aristocratical parts of the 
system had encreased and consolidated their privileges, the deme- 
cratical rights of the people had been purloined and destroyed. 
The revolution of 1688, had made a shew ia speeches and procla 
mations ; but it was a mere holiday business io realitv. Tricnmal 
parliaments had been brought up, and then anuihilated; nor, 
while the boroughmungers “lived in laziness and luxury al the 
expence of the people, could it be wondered at that their pockets 
were empty. The ouly mode of saving the country was by 
placing the rights of the people in their own keeping ; and he 
could see ue danger in the extension of the eleciive franchise to 
the whole adult mele population of England; which could be 
accomplished without confusion, and so far from leading to any 
ewbarrassment, would augment and embody public opinion, and 
secure frugality and honour on the measures of Government. 

Mr. Huwr was received with great cheering, and said it was to 
part of their duty to adopt the “resolutions of any other county ; 
as they were quite competent to take their case into their own 
hands. Some altercation took place on the hustings, between Mr. 
Hunt, Mr. Poole, and Mr. Dickenson, with reference to the livht- 
house affair, and the Ilchester investigation: after which he re- 
fered to the topic of reform, asking ‘the meeting whether they 
wished to be half-free, or free altogether ?—(Cries of * Free alto- 
gether, to be sure!” )—He then returned to the attack upon Whigs 
and Tories, and drew a comparison in favour of the latter. The 
Duke of Bedford had a large property of church and crown iands, 
every atom of which belonged to the public; and Lord Grosvenor 
was in the same predicament. He declared himself the advocate of 
universal freedom, and equal justice to all men; conjured the 
people not to listen to those who had always nezlected or abandoned 
then:, and to listen to that man who told ‘them the truth, who said 
that the God of Nature had =. them freemen, and that they 
were not to be branded as slaves. (Applause.) He concluded by 
moving the following petition : 

‘* That your petitioners have, for a great number of years, con- 
tributed large sums of money annually towards defraying the 
expences of long and bleody wars, and for the support of a system 
of Governmeat, which they were taught to believe, by the public 
press, by the Parliament, and by the great landed and inonied pro- 
prietors of the country, was absolutely necessary for the protec- 
tion of the throne, and for the safety, bappiness, and welfare of 
the people of England. 

** Your petitioners now lament to find that their confidence was 
grossly abused ; that they have been deceived, duped, and cajoled, 
by the above-named parties, who conspired together to oppress 
and plunder your petitioners, to carry on wicked, unjust, and ua- 
necessary wars, entered into and contioued, as your petitioners to 
their sorrow now find, solely for the purpose of upholding and 
perpetuating a corrupt state of representation iw the Commons 
House of Parliament. 
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“Your petitioners now plainly see that tive cause of all iis 
wanton, wicked, cruel, and unprincipled sacrifice of the oceans of 
bloud which were so unfeelinal y spilled ; that the profligale waste 
of the wealth and property of the nation, which were wrung from 
earnings of a suffering, patient, and confising people, and which 
were so lavishly squandered away ; that all the long and eruel past 
sufferings of the manufacturing “and labouring part of the commu- 
DILy 5 and that all the present insupyortable suffering of your pe- 
titioners have their origin, and are solely to be attributed to the 
want of a fair, a free, and an equal representation of the people 
in the Commons House of Parliament. 

‘* Your petitioners now very plainly perceive, that the seats in 
Parliament have ali along been filled with relatives, hangers-on 
and dependents of certain. great aristocratical families, by means of 
boreuzh and other corrupt influence, which persons, having no in- 
terest or feeling in common with the people, have contrived by 
their packed and corrupt majorities in Parti \ment, lo appropriate 
all the crown and church lands (the undoubted property of the 

ublic) amongst themselves, their relatives and dependants; and 
cs the same corrupt and unjust means, tary have contrived to 
obtain large grants of the public money. arising from the sweat of 
the industrious labourer’s brow, which they have annually divided 
and apportioned among themselves, in pensions, sinecures, and, 
pay for useless and unnecessary places. 

** Your petitioners, therefore, most earnestly and most confi- 
dently pray, that your honourable house will forthwith pass an 
act to ensure such an immediate and complete reform in the Com. 
mons House of Parliament, as will give to every Eugtishman, 
Scotchman, and Irishman, a vole for the representatives who are 
to sit there; and your petitioners farther pray, that to enalile 
every man to give his vote fairly and conscientiously, they might 


be protected by the ballot. These, your petitioners firmly helieve, 


are the only safe and effectual remedies for their present suiterings ; 
and that without these your petitioners can hope fer no security ia 
future for their lives, their fihextiee, 1 or their property. W — 
such a reform is eff-cted, your petitioners will have full contidenc 

that such freely, equit ably, and couscientiously 


chosen Par lament 
will, without loss of time, adopt such measures in Chureb and 


State, as will secure the further freedom and happiness of the 
people, the safety and honour of the throne, and the peace and 
prosperity of the country ; and your petitioners further pray your 
bon. house to take it into its serious consideration, and attend 
to the prayer of those numerous petitions which were presented to 
your honourable house in the year 1817, praying for reforin, whic . 
petitions, alihough signed by upwards of 1,50C,000 En rlishmet 
were totally disrezarded and thrown under the table of your wid 
ourable house. 

“¢ And your petitioners will ever pray,’”’ &c. 

Mr. Cresswett s:cended this amendment. Mr. Dickenson 
opposed it, aad contended that great improvements have been 


made - the constitution ; and that radical reform would be subvers 
SITE O it. 
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Sir T. Levaseipes szid he might have been srouz in his Par- 
liamentary career, bat he had acted to the best of his judgment ; 
and, woder similar circumstances, should so act again. He beheved 
the expenditure to have heen necessary fo the salvation of the 
country; but he knew that their pockets ware empty, ad that 
the present amount of taxacion upon a peace establishment, was 
not tobe borne. As to the question of reform, it was the first 
time it had been agitated at a county meeting there. Ifthe peopie 
wished to have reform, they had a right to express that wish ; and 
—— expressed it, they had _ the first step towards obtaining 

; for he had never known ihe public voice fail, when wsequivo- 
pe expressed throughout in country. 

Mr. Poore condemned the amendment, as dikeiy to create dis- 
union. The Rev. Mr. Thomas did the same; but strongly recom- 
mended a commutation of tythes, and thought thec hurch as well 
as the state would be ere: tly benefitted by a reform. 

Wheo the Sheriff put the question, Mr. Hart's amendinent was 

arried by agreat majority; butthe Sheri relused to authenticate 
by his signature the decision of the meeting. 








PETITION OF THE CORPORATION OF LUNDON FOR REFORWN. 





A Meeting of Common Council took piice on Weduesday fast, 
onthissu' ject. Toe length of the Petition, whch isa moat im 
portant document, precludes as from giving any portion of the de- 
bate; in which Alderman Waithman, and Veuables, Mr. Slade, 
Mr. Galloway, Mr. Patten, and Mr. ©. Taylor, look a part in fa- 
vour of the Petition ; aud Messrs. Dixon, James, 
Crockey, spoke agaisst it. 

‘* That white your Petitioners deeply sympathize with the sufi 
ings of the agricultural interests, hey bey 
honourable House, that they are themselves also af ‘ring under 
the pressure of accamulsted burdeus, which + ito iy more tii 
supportable by the deprecisiion of every deseriplion of preperbys 
while aftereight years of profound peace, ve proportiouate reduc. 


2 . . 
ab. Si ye vil 


ty laid eat to your 


lion in taxation has taken place, nor have aay measures been adopt- 
ed for the removal of pationsl grievances. 

That they have marked the numerous encroachments that 
have been made, since the period of the revolution, ~ on the con- 
stitutional rights, and consequently upon the property, of the 


subject ; but mere particularly the accelerated enamel of those 


encroachments during the late reign, and since the commencement 


of the late wars ; and they have. observed, that these encroach- 


menis have kept ‘due peace with the corruption, dependance, and 
consequent inefficiency of the representation ; by which every, or 
any, set of Ministers have been enabled to exercise an uncontrolled 
influence, and to carry on their projects, however adverse to the 
interests of the nation. 


‘* That your Petitioners therefore submit, that the present enor: 
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mous burdens and distresses of the country have not arisea from 
any unforeseen or nnavoidable causes, but have been the necessary 
result of a long course of corrupt influence, extravagance, and 
misrule : of wars rash!y and unjustly undertaken, and of enormous 
and unnecessary establishments ; all of which coud only have 
arisen and grown up to their present portentous magnitude, from 
the want of that constitutional control over the servants of the 
Crown which can only be found ina free and uncorrupted represen- 
tation of the peoplein Parliament. 

“ That, without recurring to earlier times, your Petitioners 
need only revert to the reign of Charles 1., where the attempts 
first to control the proceedings of, and then to govern without, a 
Parliament, brought that deluded Monarch to his unhappy end ; 
while similar conductin the two succeeding reigns, and the more 
insidious attemptsto corrupt the Parliament, led to the expulsion 
of James Il. from the Throne. 

‘© That so sensible were the vreat Statemen of the day of the 
baneful effects of altempting to destroy the Independence of Par- 
liament, that in the Bulecf Rights it was declared, * That the Klee 
tion of Members of Parliament ought to be free: and that for the 
redress of all grievances, and the amending, strengthening, and 
preserving the laws, Parliament ought to be beld frequentiy 5; and 
the preamble to the said Bil! stated, that frequent new Parisaments 
tend very much to the happy union of King and People. 

‘* That your Petitioners have to lament that, surrounded with 
difficulties as their ancestors then were, their intentions thus ex- 
pressed, of rendering the representation more perfect, and preserv- 
ing its independence, were not carried into effect: hence the con- 
stitutional barriers they set up for the security of the people were 
found but feeble guards against the assaults of selfish and designing 
Ministers who Lave petseveringly and systematically so undermined 
the independence of election, that in most of the boronghs scarcely 
a vestige of freedom now remains. 

** That your Petitioners beg to draw the attention of your Ho- 
nourable Honse to facts which must lead to the inevitable conclu- 
sion, that if the representation was not considered adequate at the 
period of the Revolution, and to the state of the country at that 
time, from the great changes that have since taken place in the 
population and the circumstances of the country, with the general 
dissemination of knowledge, it must now have become wholly 
inefficient for all the great and beneficial purposes of representa- 
tion. 

*¢ That your petitioners beg to impress upon the consideration of 
our honourable House, that the population, which at the Revo- 
see scarcely exceeded 5,000,000, now exceeds 12,000,000, and 
including Wales, 14,000 000; which, with the population of Scot- 
land and Iveland, amounts to 21,000,000. With tiis vast increase 
of population, exlersive towns have arisen, and industry and pro- 
perty have been directed into new channels; and your petitioners 
conceive that, if no other argument could be advanced in favour of 
Reform, the existence of so immense a mass of unrepresented 
population and property, would alone be sufficient to induee yout 
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honourable House to admit them into the exercise of their un. 
doubted civil rights, by a full and cqua! participation in the elec- 
tive franchise. 

** That when the present state of the representation is considered 
—when it is notorious that the most glaring bribery and perjury 
are habitually committed—that Members are sent to your honour- 
able House, not even by the choice of those few who nominally 
elect them, but by individual proprietors of boroughs,—that, i 
violation of the Constitution aod the orders of your hon. House, 
numerous Peers are to be found among those proprietors —and that 
Parliaments, which, in the lanzuave of Mr. Burke, were not instt- 
tuted to be ‘a control upon the people, but a control fer the peo- 
ple,’ become thereby tastruments in the hands of administration-— 
your petitioners humbly conceive, that the existence of sueh abuses 
is wholly incompatible with the public safety, and must lead, if not 
speelily corrected, to a train of calamities. 

‘¢ That your petitioners have also to stale other reasons in supe 
port of the necessity of Reform. Atthe revolution, and long sub- 
sequently thereto, the present extensive and organized means of 
influence and corruption were not in existence. At the accession 
of William Iil., there was no National Debt ;—since that tine, a 
debt of 800,000,000\. has been created. The annual taxes have 
been increased during that priod, from 2,000.0001. to 60,000,00091, ; 
and the peace expenditure is no less than 53,000,0001. The ex- 
pense for the collection alone. isnow double the whole national 
expenditure at that period. That endless source of vexation and 
oppression, the Excise, which even the influence of Sir R. Walpole 
could not extend, is now increased from 500,000]. to nearly 
$0,000,0001. per ann. The assessed taxes, another source of 
vexation and oppression, and which at that time had no existence, 
are now 8,500,0001. per ann. The poor rates, scarcely then known, 
have been increased, even since the year 1792. from 2,000,000I. to 
about 7,000,000!. The siamp duties, no less burdensome and par. 
tial in their operation, were not then known, as also other grievous 
impests that could be mentioned. Standing armies were not then 
tolerated :—during the reign of William ILL, they never exceeded 
10,000 men; and your hon. House is aware of the stand that was 
made in Parliament in the reign of George IIL, upon Constitu- 
tional grounds, against the keeping up of a force not thea amount- 
ing to 18,000 men; but now the country has, in time of peace, to 
support an army of 80,000. To the above-mentioned source of 
influence may be added, the increased number of Peers, many of 
whom, your petitioners have reason to fear, owe their advauce- 
ment solely to their influence in returning Members to your ho- 
nourable House. The introduction also, of Scotch and Lrish Mem- 
bers into your hon. House, who are mostly returned bv the same 
unconstitutional means, has greatly added to the preponderating 
influence of the Ministers of the Crow. 

** That your petitioners have also to observe, that the extending 
the duration of Parliament by the Septennial Act, was another mea- 
sure that conferred upon Ministers and their dependents, an undue 
and dangerousacquisition of influence, and has been a fruitful source 









Speeggr 8 My vee 
i, ee drag 


vm 
Se BRAN a as . SA 
GER Uh BRB i A A Sag AR i AB . 
tas 


ay eye y 


Sop Fob Mt 


BPS Se 
aaNet gs ae 


ema 


atl a ee eee 


ihe 


ae 


IP hee 


“ re Shs A OS 
oe 


212 THE BLACK DWARF, 


of corruption among electors. The said Act was ae as a fen: 
porary measure to meet a particular emergency, but net without 
great difficulty; and has always been considered, by some of the 
highest authorities, as an unwarrantable and unconstitu tional HS- 
sumption of power by the Parliament, for the exercise of which 
authority they had no mere right than they wou'd have had tu ren- 
der themselves permanent. 

“6 That your petitioners, having enumerated the forezoing facts, 
cannot omit stating some others respecting the present aciual state 
of the representation. 

‘That in a petition presented to your honourable House, in 
1193, by the hon. Mir. Grey, (now Lord Grey) it was alleged a 
offered to be proved, that 307 Members of your honourable He Ouse, 
Soreng a majority therein, were returned, vot Dy the voice of the 
people, “but by 158 Peers and other powerful individuals; and in the 
said petition they attributed the eagerness with which seats were 
sought, to the increased National Debt and congequeat increase of 
influence—the debt being at that time 244 millions, and the aunual 
expenditure 16 millions. 

“ That your petitioners beg particularly to impress upon the 
minds of your honourable House, that if the National Deb 7 which 
had been accumulating for a century, could in 1793 have so power. 
ful an influence, in how much higher a degree must iis pernicious 
operation have been increased, ‘when from that time to the pres 
sent, it has advanced from 244 to the enormous amount of 806 
millions! 

‘¢ That they beg therefore to cali the atlention of your bonour- 
able House to the following additional facts, which they believe 
to be substantially correct, as far as facts of such a pature can be 
ascertained. 

“ Thatthere arein your honourble House, no less than 69 Mem- 
bers who hold places, sinecures, or pensions under Government, 
who share among themselves 183,372]. 8s. 103 d. of the public 
money, and who, as your petitioners are informed, and believe, in- 
variably vote, with the exception of some few, with Ministers ; and 
that the indirect inflvence in your honourable House is further 
augmented by the great number of Membe - who are the relatives 
or dependents of persons bolding similar places and appvintments, 
as well as by the extensive military, naval, church, and colonial 
patronage. 

«* That the boroughs tn Cornwali send to your honourable House 
42 Members; white, exclusive of County Members, 43 only are 
returned by sixteen other counties, including London and Mid- 
dlesex. 

* That the said County of Cornwall contains a population of 
250,000, and nearly 45,000 einige and only about 1,290 persons 
return the said 42 Members. That were the said voters unin- 
fluenced, your petitioners conceive that this return could in no 
sense be considered a representation, even of that county; where- 
as, they are notoriousiy corrupt, aad mostly under the dominion of 
patrons. 

* That the County ef Wilts, containing a population of 220,008, 
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and 42,000 houses, returns 32 Members; and, as your pefitioners 
are informed aod believe, the elections are wholly under the con- 
frol and dominivne of about 21 individuals, among whom are some 
Péers 

*“ That the said Counties of Cornwall and Wilts, together, send 
74 Members; while nineteen other counties, with a population of 
four millions and a half, seal only 76, exclusive of County Mem- 
hers. 

“That the County of Surrey, containing more than 593,000 in- 
habitants and 64,000 houses,returns 14 Members. That, exclusive 
of the electors of Southwark, about 3,000 in number, the other 12 
Members are returned nominally, by about 500 persons, but in 
fact, by about half a dezen persons. That at Gatton, Bletchingly, 
Reygate, and Lazlemere, in the said County, which return 
eight of the above, the elections are a grosa burlesque, the 
inhabitants having no more concern therein, than the Eniporor ef 
Morocco. 

‘That while these 


, with Old Sarum, and numerous other 
places, w 


rich are too well known to be pointed out, remain an 
indelible stain upon the character and sense of the nation, Birming- 
ham, Manchester, Leeds, and Halifax, containing together a po- 
pulntion of more than 400,900 persons, and other large and po- 
pulous towns and districts, the seats of industry, intelligence, and 
eapital, are wholivescluded from their just and Constitutional share 
in the legislature, having no choice whatever in the election of re- 
presentatives. 

‘© That Middlesex and Lancashire, containing a population of 
neariy two millions and a quarter, return only 22 Membera, includ- 
inv the County and London Members. 

* Thatin many ef the large cities and towns, a very small num- 
ber of the resident householders have any share in the elections, 
most of the voters being non-resident. 

“ At Liverpool, for instance, where the population consists of 
nearly 119,000 persons, the voters do uot amount to 3000; and 
two-thirds of those are non-resident, while opulent and respectabte 
house-holders neither have nor can obtain the right of voting. 

“That at other places the election is confined to close corpora- 
tions, composed of a few self-elected individuals. At the city of 
Bath, containing with its suburbs a population of 53,000. the inha- 
bilants have no voice whatever in the choice of members, the two 
members being returned by a close self-elected corporation, con- 
sisting of 33 persons only: and at Marlborough, containing upwards 
of 3,000 inhabitants, the members are chosen ta like manner by a 
elose corporation of Lweuly burgesses, receatly reduced tu only five 
voters. 

‘That your petitioners have judged it proper thus to point out 
a few instances of glaring inequality ; but your honourable House 
must be aware, that there are a great number of similar instances 
which could not be enumerated in the space of a petition; and that 
mstances of bribery, perjury, and corrupt influence. pervade the 


whole system, poisoning the morals of the people, ani threatening 
the subversion of the constitution. 
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« That it is notoriously known that seats are sold at enormously 
high prices; and your petitioners submit, that it is against all 
experience and credibility to suppose that those who thus obtain 
their seats in your honourable House will not indemnify themselves 
by shamefully bartering the interests of the public for their own 
emolument. 

«¢ That, further to show the progress of corrupt influence, your 
petitioners beg to state, that the number of statutes found necessary 
to preserve the freedom and independence of Parliament, to regu- 
Mate elections, and to prevent frauds, bribery, &c., down to the 
revolution of 1688, amounted only to 14; those passed from that 
time to the death of Geo. II. were 35; and those passea during 
the reign of Geo. III. were 41: making together 90 statutes. 

‘© That your Petitioners conceive, that if the present distresses 
and embarrassments of the country, the disregard which has year 
after year been shown to the petitions of the people, and the 
majorities which have appeared devoted to the Ministers in sup- 
port of measures hostile to their rights and interests, and against 
the declared sense of the nation, were not of themselves sufficient 
evidence of the inadequacy of the representation, the foregoing 
facts cannot fail to produce conviction of its utter inefficacy to cor- 
rect abuses, and secure the people against the encroachments of 
power. 


“ That although your Petitioners cannot expect that areformed 
Parliament could immediately remove evils so deeply rooted, they 
feel confident that, as the wantof this salutary and constitutional 
control over the Ministers of the Crown has been the great source 
of national evil, a Parliament fairly chosen, which shall represent 
the feelings, opinions, and interests of the nation at large, would 
gradually remove their grievances, and reconcile the people to 
such burdens and privations as may be unavoidable, 


‘* Your Petitioners call to the recollection of your Honourable 
Honse, that in this mixed Government of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, the representative body forms an essential and fundamental 
part of the British Constitution—that it isthe only safeguard of 
the people against arbilrary power—the great bulwark by which 
the life, the liberty, and the property of the subject can alone be 
protected—that,in the words of that great statesman, Lord Somers, 
* the House of Commons is the great inquest of the whole kingdom 
to search into all the cporessions of King’s Ministers’—that in the 
language of not less authorily, that of Mr. Locke, * the supreme 
executor acts covtrary to his trust, when he either employs the 
force, treasure, or offices of the suciety, to corrupt the repre- 
sentatives, and to gain them to his purposes, or openly pre-engazes 
the electors and prescribes to their choice: what isit but to cut up 
the Government by the roots, and poison the very fountain of pub- 
lic security ? And they may also quote the memorable words of 
Lord Camnden—‘ Taxation and representation are inseparably unit- 
ed: no BritishParliament can separate them : to endeavour to do it 
19 to stab our citals. ‘Taxation and representation are inseparable ; 
this position is founded upoo the laws of nature, for whatever isa 
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man’s own is absolutely his own; no man has a right to take it from 
him without hisown consent, either expressed by himself or his 
representative. Whoever attempts, altempts an injury, whoever 
does itcommits a robbery : he throws down the distinction between 
jiberty and slavery. Taxation and representation are coeval with, 
sod essential to the Constitution.’ 


‘Your petitioners disclaim all visionary and impracticable pro- 
jects of Reform. They are desirous of seeing the Executive Go- 
yernment guarded hy all its constitutional prerogatives ;—they are 
desirous of preserving to the Hereditary Branch all its just privi- 
leges: but they are also desirous of seeing the Representative Body 
placed upou its true basis, and rendered the real and efficient repre- 
sentation of the people. 

“Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your honour- 
able House will take all these facts and circumstances into your se- 
rious consideration ;—that you will cause immediately all practi- 
cable reductions to be made in the public expenditure and adopt 
sueh measures as may effectually restore to the people their just 


share in the legislature, by a full fair and free representation in 
Parliament.” 


—_—e—- 
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY MEETING- 


On Monday the 27th, a Meeting was held at Abingdon, to con- 
sider the question of Parliamentary Reform : Mr. Hyston, in open- 
ing the proceedings, regretted that Parliament had ceased to be the 
efficient organ of the public voice, and proposed a Petition embo- 
dying the following points viz :— 

‘ That Goveroments not producing the happiness of the people 
are unworthy of support. 

‘ That the unhappiness of the people is an evidence of the ill- 
constitution of the Government and Laws. 

‘ That there isagreat distress existing among the Agricultural 
classes, which is not owing to providential visitation, nor the in- 
tervention of unexpected casualties. 

* That though the Government has failed to produce its only le- 
gitimate purpose, vet the constitution isso beautiful in Theory, 
and produced for many ages such beneficial effects, this meet- 
attribute these results not to inherent defects, but to abuses grown 
up in the course of time. 


* That, the House of Commons ought to be the representative 
of the peop'e, . 

* Thatthe majority of its Members have scarcely any connexion 
with the people as such; nominated, not by their voice, but by 
persons whose interests are directly opposite to their’s, and in very 
many cases themselves enriched by their spoils. 

“ That by the constitution, no part of the executive government 
resides in the House of Commons ; whose duty isto controul thase 
who administer the affairs and direct the powers of the state. 

* That this duty has been wholly neglected, aud that, the whole 
gevernment of the country is absorbed by the House of Commons, 
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‘ That ao steps have been taken to invigorate the popular voice 
in the House of Commons. 
* That the extension of the elective franchise in particular places 
has had but a partial effect, and is more than counteracted by cir. 
curnstances, which introduce at every election corrupt and undue 
influence. 

« That besides these sources of corruption, others have not been 
wanting, arising out of the mode adopted for the administratisn 
of the affairs of the country—viz. the enormous increase of taxa- 
tion, and the prodigious augmentation of the peerage. 

‘ That while the voice of the people has been, less predominant, 
the people have hecome, more cavable of right judgment on the 
conduct of their representatives, and worthy of enjoying a direct 
control over them. 

‘ That it appears due te the people to give them a more power- 
fol voice in the House of Commons, andito the Crown, to reform 
that House, which, have invaded the prerogatives of royalty. 

‘'Thatso desirable achanve involves no mnovation in the con- 
stifulion ; but merely corrects its abuses, and adapts to circum- 
stances recocnised ant acknowlalged principles, 

‘ That the House wil!, adopt measures aeceasary to effect sach a 
change as will render ii ihe real and eilicient rejresentative of the 
people’. | . 

T. Bownes, Esq. seeoaded the petiiion, and was glad laat it went 


direcily to the question-of Parliamentary Reform; as that must be 


the basis of any material reduction of taxation, and the redress of 
other crievances. ‘s 

_ Lord Forxestonr said, that there is sow a greater revolution of 
preperty roing on, thyn took place during the civil war in this 
country, nearly two huadred years ago, and, therefore, he con- 
tended that the arcusient, that Reform would produce Revolution, 
feilto the ground. Theyalceady expericuced a Revolution, Their 
sufferings were occasioned by it; and that Revolution they could 
trace to the laws enacted by the House of Commons. 

Mr. Hair at expressed biuself_ decidedly Friendly to lhe princi- 
ples of Radical Reform. He saw neither confusion, nor danger, 
to he apprehended, ia conferring upon every man the full enjoy- 
meal, and security, of all his political rights. 

Mr. H. Mansi admitted the sysicm worked well; for it enabled 
the few to work the money out of the pockets of the many. The 
Reformers must exert themselves beyond petitioning; for their 
adversaries had got pessession of the stolen property of the people ; 
and they west be worried until it was restored, 

Mr. Moncx said, the only chance of Reform was, that the ex- 
travagance of Government rendered it dependent upon them for 
ts maintenance. The people had thus the mezus of putling an end 
to the extravagance, and the system, by agreeing not to consume 
certain superfluous articles from which the Chancellor derived bis 
greatest resources. The petition was then put and carried. 
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